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PREFACE.

Tae Edition of the Vidydmadhaviya with its com-
mentary Muhdrtadipikd is based upon the following
manuscripts: —

(1) A palm-leaf manuscript written in Tulu-
characters, borrowed from the Sringeri Mutt.

(2-3) Two palm-leaf manuscripts, No. 4426-7,
belonging to the Oriental Library.

(4-9) Six paper manuscripts, No. B. 66, B. 67,
B. 106, B. 109, B. 110 and B. 119, all belonging to
the same Library.

Of these manuscripts, the manuscript of the Srin-
geri Mutt Library is found to furnish correct readings
while the rest are faulty throughout. 1i may therefore
be taken that the present edition is aimost a copy of
the Sringeri manuscript with the exception of the first
leaf in which the first verse together with a quarter of
the second verse among the commentator’s introductory
versces is lost owing to the top of the leaf being torn off
to the extent of §th of an inch throughout. The com-
mentator’s introduction consists of fourteen verses in
different metres, of which only the first and the last
two are found in other manuscripts. The importance
of these verses lies in giving the names of the kings
under whose patronage the anthor flourished. It is
however strange that such important verses should be
found only in one manuscript. As parts of some of



iv

these verses are lost, they are all given in their muti-
lated form in foot-note below. From these verses and
the colophon it appears that the commentator called
Vishnu was the son of Vidydméadhava, the author of
the Vidydméidhaviya, and flourished under the patron-
age of Mallappa, son of the Vijayanagar king Bukka-
raya, and ruler over the East of Mysore (A.p. 1363).

The Vidydmédhaviya is an exhaustive treatise on
the Horary Astrology of the Hindus, and with its
commentary it consists of about fifteen thousand gran-
thas, about one-third of which is comprised in this first
volume. While to the faithful of the Hindus the work
is welcome as an authoritative consulting book on the
proper occasion of their varied religious rites, it will
be no less important to the historian of India for in-
formation on the Sociology of the Hindus in the middle
ages and even in modern timies.

MYSORE, } R. SHAMASASTRY,

16th July 1923. Curator.
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